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Amateur astronomers, Iran, 05.04.09  



Star Party, Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park, Canada, 

12.09.09  



Galilean Nights, Kazim Karabekir, Turkey, 22.10.09  



University lecture at the Eduardo Mondlane University, Maputo, Mozambique, 

July 2009  



Astronomical exhibit, Baghdad, Iraq, August 

2009  



100 Hours of Astronomy, China, 04.04.09  



Drama depicting the life of Galileo Galilei, Taiwan, 

21.03.09  



Number of People Reached 

815 million  
worldwide 

~50% reports 



IYA2009 Single Point of Contacts (SPoCs) 

• Total number: 148 

• Others: 40 international 
organizations and 28 
global projects 

Comparison:  
UN members: 195 
IAU National members: 73 





2009-02-07 開幕禮暨路邊天文活動 



Morrow 2000, Christensen 2007 

A: Curriculum-driven 
B: Educational programmes 
C: Museum exhibits , star parties,… 
D: Planetariums shows, IMAX movies, public talks 
E: TV /radio documentaries, podcasts, magazine 
articles 

F & G: Press releases, press 
conferences, press kits, Video News 
Releases, media interviews, media 
courses for scientists … 
H: Exhibition booths, annual reports 
I: Merchandise 



Astronomy Communicators 

• EPO staff in Universities/Institutes – Press 
Releases / Education programs / Produce 
resources 

• Project developer/manager 
• Science Centers/Planetariums staff 
• Multimedia developer 
• Broadcaster 
• Science Journalists/Writers 
• Bloggers 
• Open your own Astronomy Business! 







http://kimigali.jp 





• Develop visuals 
• Develop astronomical 

activities 
• Source funding 
• Project coordination 
• Communicate your project 



Credit: Science Magazine / Heckman 



http://www.unawe.org/ 





astroedu.iau.org 













Levels of Engagement 

Pedro Russo 2013 



















Innovations 

 



IAU Exectutive Committee 

Divisions and Comissions Working Groups Special Committees 

Special Offices 

-- Office of Astronomy for Development (SAAO, Cape Town) 

-- Office for Astronomy Outreach (NAOJ, Tokyo) 

-- Press Office (ESO, Munich) 

IAU Secretariat 
(IAP, Paris) 

Administration of the International Astronomical Union (IAU) 



To help further the use 
of astronomy as a tool 
for development by 
mobilizing the human 
and financial resources 
necessary in order to 
realize its scientific, 
technological and 
cultural benefits to 
society. 

IAU  
Office of Astronomy 

for Development (OAD) 



Public Naming of Exoplanet Systems 



NameExoWorlds.org 



Sze-leung CHEUNG, IAU International Outreach Coordinator 





Light: Beyond the Bulb 
Large Scale Exhibition 

http://lightexhibit.org 
Chair: Kimberly Kowal Arcand 



The Galileoscope 
Good quality telescope at a reasonable price 

http://galileoscope.org/ 

Chair: Douglas N. Arion 



A shipment of Galileoscopes arrives, USA, 

23.11.09  



Online Tutorials 

Cosmic Light Awareness 
Education Kit, Dark Sky Awareness, DarkSky Apps, Online Tutorials  

Cosmic Light EDU kit 

PI: Rosa Doran 
CoI: Pedro Russo 













Shielding 



Technical priorities for controlling the nightscape 

 

• A.  Use of Full cut-off fixtures 



Glare bomb lighting a tree --  
not doing a good job for the 

parking lot 

A full cutoff lighting fixture in the fog,  
showing the excellent control of light 

output. 



The graph shows the visible spectrum, the human photopic sensitivity, the human 
circadian sensitivity and the typical output of a blue-rich white-light LED light source. 
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Skills set 

• Good understanding of the latest research 

• Communication (written/oral) 

• Multimedia 

• Networking 

• Event management 

• Use of new technologies 



Astronomy Communication 
as your career? 

 

Why not? 



CAP Journal 



Communicating Astronomy with the 
Public Conference 



Contact us 

 
outreach@iau.org 
www.iau.org/public 
 
facebook.com/InternationalAstronomicalUnion 
Twitter: @IAU_org 
 


